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Final Plenary Consultation
MDEC Conference

Toronto Airport Marriot Hotel

October 2-4, 2012

Mahe Gangal
MDEC Conference, Co-Chair
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MDEC Mission Statement

Mining Diesel Emissions Council is 
committed to providing a global forum for 
the dissemination of the latest scientific 
and technologically advanced research to 
reduce and control diesel emissions in the 
mining workplace environment
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Summary - MDEC Conference 2011
• October 4-7, Marriott, Toronto Airport Hotel
• Number of delegates registered = 96
• October 2-3: Field trip (Mining Technologies 

International, Sudbury)
• October 4: Diesel Workshop “Health Effects and Diesel 

Engines”
• October 5-6: Technical Presentations
• Keynote Address “Toxicology of diesel emissions by Dr. 

Renaud Vincent, Health” and “Reduction of diesel 
emissions in German potash and salt mining by Dr. 
Heinrich Sönksen (K+S Aktiengesellschaft, Germany)

• October 7: Roundtable Forum (1) Advanced engines & 
fuels, (2) Diesel emissions and control technologies

• MDEC Scholarship to Samantha Leigh Daigle, University 
of Western Ontario 
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Session 1 – Aftertreatment Systems
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Session 2 – Health Effects and Monitoring

Session 2
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Session 3 – Regulatory Updates

Session 3
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Session 5 – Biodiesel

Session 5
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Session 6 – Ventilation

Session 6
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Session 7 – Alternative Power

Session 7
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Display Area – MDEC 2011 Survey

Product Display Area
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Delegates Affiliation – MDEC 2011 Survey

2010 Survey Data: Suppliers (31%), Mining (41%), Govt (10%), Union (10%), Other (8%)

Affiliation
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Delegates Location – MDEC 2011 Survey

Location
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2010 Survey Data: GTA (4%), Canada (16%), USA (37%), Ontario (37%), Overseas (6%)
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Conference Rating - MDEC 2011 Survey

108.77Organization

108.05Venue

107.43Location

108.05Overall

MaximumAverageMinimumItems
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General Comments - MDEC 2011 Survey
• Considering it a great success 
• Great organization and great show otherwise
• Lapel mics should be used 
• Difficult to hear some speakers when they face the screen. 
• Should have a microphone for person’s asking questions, can’t 

hear half of the questions being asked.
• Good mix of restaurants near hotel, with walking distance. 
• Excellent food, cost of the conference is very reasonable.
• The location is very convenient for flight-bound attendees
• Have a company sponsor lanyards for the badges next year
• Could use more, booths were great though!
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General Comments - MDEC 2011 Survey
(Technical Content)

• How about a presentation on how engine 
temperatures or ratings affect emissions.

• Would like less (but some) medical material and 
more engine technical data ie: future OEM plans –
possible OEM retrofits

• Address subject of what goes “in” to advanced 
diesel engines. ie fuel quality and management, 
oils, filtration and affects on system, results of 
digressions etc.

• Should gear more towards underground mining, 
effects, and problems faced.
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General Comments - MDEC 2011 Survey
• Excellent keynote address
• Great speeches more towards the audience. Dr. Renaud’s

presentation was very good but too in depth for the 
audience. 

• Projector is bad 
• PowerPoint slides/handouts by most speakers in workshop 

were too detailed/inappropriate colours/too dark for 
projection and reading in venue.

• Would have been more useful to have more presentations 
available in binder.

• Noise in meeting room from both sides, other conference 
on one side, and people talking in the display room
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General Comments - MDEC 2011 Survey
(Other Hotels/Locations)

• The hotel quality was disappointing based 
on the cost. Recommend the Sheraton 
location off Hwy. 7

• Maybe MDEC should look at hosting this 
conference downtown as I believe it would 
attract more northern mining companies. 
(Porter airlines) 
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Review of  MDEC Conference 2012

Management Committee Meetings

1.  December 8, 2011 
2.  February 23, 2012
3.  May 3, 2012
4.  July 4, 2012
5. August 30, 2012
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Review of MDEC Conference 2012
• Had a news Letter
• Second time at this hotel – Toronto Airport Marriot 
• Scholarship to Christopher Norris (Laurentian U)
• 2011 Workshop book on website
• Field Visit - Engine Testing, and BlueJays baseball
• Workshop - Tier 4 engines and maintenance
• Keynote address – Diesel exhaust emissions, health 

effects and regulations by Roger McClellan
• Review last year’s Roundtable Forum
• Roundtable forum – Emission based maintenance, 

and Alternative energy and vehicles
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Certification Maintenance program (CMP)

• The Board of Canadian Registered Safety 
Professional (CRSP) will grant Certification 
Maintenance Program (CMP)  points for attending 
MDEC conference (1.0 point), and MDEC 
workshop (0.5 point)

• The American Board of Industrial Hygiene 
(ABIH) have awarded CMP points for attending 
MDEC conference (2.5 point) and workshop (1.0 
point)
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Plans for MDEC 2013

• Planning for conference
• Information will be provided at www.mdec.ca
• Need your help and suggestions: 

– Technical presentations
– Keynote speakers
– Workshop 
– Field trip
– Articles for news letter
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Final Remarks

• Send your suggestions to improve MDEC
• Visit www.mdec.ca for more information
• Thank to YOU - delegates, presenters, 

chairpersons, speakers, committee members, 
audio/video and hotel management – for a 
successful conference

• See you all at MDEC 2013


